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Thank you for your letter of 17 July, regarding banning the sale and import of real animal fur
in Wales.

Banning the sale and import of real animal fur in Wales is a complex matter which includes
both devolved and non-devolved powers and is dependent upon EU law. Therefore, any
legislation in this area is heavily dependent on the UK'’s future relationship with the EU.

We currently support the UK Government’s position which states while some fur products
may never be legally imported into the UK, national bans are less effective than working at
an international level on animal welfare standards.

International efforts to bring about higher standards are supported by strict EU rules and
regulations around fur imports, which apply to both the UK and wider EU.

Firstly, these regulations include a blanket ban of the importing of furs from a number of
animals, including cats and dogs as well as most seal skins and products. Secondly, there
are regulations which ensure any fur imported into the UK comes from animals which have
been treated, trapped and killed humanely.

In addition to these EU regulations, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) controls the fur from an endangered species. For example, there are
export permits and commercial use certificates which strictly control the imports of furs from
endangered species. These controls are implemented in the UK by the EU Wildlife Trade
Regulations.
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Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.

We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.



The UK Government has previously stated it will ensure these controls are not removed
once the UK leaves the EU.
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